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Amendments to the claims: 

Pursuant to 37 CF.R. §1. 121(c) as revised effective July 30> 2003, please cancel claims 5, 14, 16 
and 27-29, and amend claims 1, 3, 6, 1 1, 12 and 15, as indicated below. A complete listing of all 
of the claims in the application with the changes to the amended claims indicated and including 
the t^t of all pending and withdrawn claims is presented immediately below. 



COMPLETE LISTING OF ALL CLAIMS IN THE APPLICATION 



1 . (Currently amended) An optical connection closure for use at a branch point in a fiber 
optic communications network to interconnect an optical fiber of a distribution cable with an 
optical fiber of a pre-connectoiizcd fiber optic drop cable, the closure comprising: 

abase; 

a cover afSxed to the base^ the base and ihs cover defining an interiox cavity*, 

at least one cable opening for receiving a portion of the distribution cable within the 
interior cavity; aad 

at least one connector port located within an external wall of the closure for receiving the 
optical fiber of the distribution cable on the inside of the closure and for receiving the pro- 
connectorized fiber optic drop cable on the outside of the closure : and 

at least one soilice trav positio TiftH wit^iji the interior cavity for solicins the optical fiber of 
the distribution cable to a pigtail to create a coimectorized optical fiber that is routed to the at 
least one connector port on the inside the closure . 
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2. (Wiflidrawn) The closure according to claim 1 , wherein the at least one coimeotor port is 
located within the base. 

3. (Currently amended) The closure according to claim 1, further comprising an end wall 
and wherein tiic at loaot one cable oponing and the at least one connector port are is located 
within the end wall. 

4. (Withdrawn) The closure according to claim 1, wherein the at least one connector port is 
located within the cover. 

5. (Canceled). 

6. (Currently amended) The closure according to claim 5 claim L further comprising 
a cojmector adapter sleeve disposed within the at lea^t one connector port for aligning and 
maintaining the connectorized optical fiber and the pre-connectorized fiber optic drop 
cable in physical contact. 

7- (Original) The closure according to claim 1, wherein the closure is deployed in one of an 
aerial location, a buried location axid an above ground location. 

8. (Original) The closure according to claim 1, wherein one of the base and the cover is 
breathable. 

3 
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9. (Original) The closure accordiixg to claim 1, wherein the base and the cover are sealed 
and pressurized. 

10. (Original) The closure according to claim 1 , wherein the at least one connector port is 
configured to permit a field techniciaa to connect, disconnect and reconfigure the pre- 
connectorized fiber optic drop cable without entering the closure. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) An optical com^ection closure for use at a branch point in a fiber 
optic communications network, the closure comprising: 

a distribution cable comprismg at least one conaectorized optical fiber and a mid-span 
access location; 

abase; 

a cover aJQGbced to the base such that the base and the cover define an interior cavily; 

an end wall defining at least one cable opening for receiving the distribution cable such 
fliat the closure is mounted on a portion of the distribution cable including the mid-span access 
location; and 

at least one connector port located in an extecoal wall of one of the base, flie cover and the 
end wall, the coxmector port receiving the at least one connectoiized optical fiber on the inside of 
the closure; 

wherein the mid-span access location is fajctory-prepared such that the at least one optical 
fiber of the distribution cable is pigtenninated and wherein the nr etermitiflt ed optical fiber of the 
distribution cable is noTmectorized in the field . 

4 
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12. (Cuixently amended) The olosure according to claim 1 An optical coxinectioii closure 
for vise at a branch point in a fiber optic commU30iicati[op& nety^rorlc the closure comprising: 

a distribution cable comprising at least one connectorized optical fiber and a mid-span 
access location: 

abase: 

X tjw^ Affi ve 4 to the base suclt that the base and the cover define an interior cavitv: 

an end wall d efim'np at least one cable opesadng for receiving the distribution cable such 
that the closure is mounted on a portion of the distribution cable mcluding the mi ^l-gpari access 
location: and 

at least one connector port located in an external wall of one of the base, the cover and the 
end wall, the connector port receiving the at least one connectorized optical fiber on the uaside of 
the closure: 

wherein the mid-span access location is field-prepared and the at least one optical fiber of 
the distribution cable is terminated and connectorized in the field. 

13. (Original) The closure according to claim 12, wherein the tenninated optical fiber of the 
distribution cable is i^liced to a pigtail. 

14. (Canceled). 

15. (Currently amended) The closure according to ^aaaarM claim 1 1, wherein the 
preterminated optical fiber of the distribution cable is spliced to a pigtail. 

5 
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16. (Canceled). 

17. (Qrigmal) The closure according to claim 1 1, wherein the at lea$t ont connector port 
receives a pre-connectonzed drop cable on the outside of the closure. 

18. (Qrigiaal) The closure according to claim 1 7, wherein fhe at least one connector poit is 
configured to pennit a field technician to connect^ discoxmect and reconfigure the pre- 
connectorized drop cable without entering the closure. 

19. (Original) The closure according to claitn 17, further comprising a connector 
adapter sleeve disposed within the at least one connector port for aligning and maintaining 
the connectorized optical fiber and the pre-coxmectorized drop cable in physical contact. 

20. (Original) The closure according to claim 1 1 , further comprising a shelf affixed to the 
base within fhe interior cavity and at least one splice tray positioned on the shelf and wherein the 
shelf is movable relative to the base between an opened position for providing access to the 
splice tray and a closed position for storing the splice tray. 

21. (Original) The closure according to claim 1 1, wherein die closure is deployed in one of 
an aerial location, a buried location and an above ground location. 



6 



PA(X6f15'RCVDATim54:S8:37PM [Eastern Da^^^ 



DCT. 6.2005 4:49PM CCSLE6AL 



NO. 010 P. 7 



BATTEY et al. 
10/774^66 
Page? 

22. (Original) The closure according to claim 1 1. wherein one of the base and the cover i$ 
breathahle. 

23. (Origiaal) The closure according to claim 1 1, wherein the base and the cover are sealed 
and pressurized. 

24. (Withdrawn) An optical fiber connection closure for use at a branch point in a fiber optic 
communications network including a distribution cable comprising a plurality of optical fibers 
and a mid-span access location provided along the length of the distribution cable, the closure 
comprising; 

a base; 

a cover affixed to the base such that tihe base and the cover define an interior cavity, the 
cover movable relative to the base between a closed position and an opened position for 
providing access to the interior cavit^r, 

an end wall cooperating with the base and comprising at least a portion of at least one 
cable opening for recdvixiig tine distribution cable within the interior cavity defined by the base 
and the cover; 

a plurality of connector ports located within the base and having an inside adapted for 
receiving certain of the optical fibers of the distribution cable having connectors moimted upon 
tiae ends thereof firom within the interior cavity and having an outside adapted for receiving a 
respective pre-connectorized drop cable. 

25. (Withdrawn) The closure according to claim 24, wherein the distribution cable is 
recdved within the cable opening in a lengthwise direction and the coimector ports are oriented 

7 
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such that flie pre-coimectorized drop cables ^end away firom the closure in a direction generally 
parallel to die distribution cable. 

26. (Withdrawn) The closure according to claiai 24, further comprising a connector ads?)ter 
sleeve disposed within the at least one connector port and biased for aligning and maintaining the 
connectoiized optical fiber and the pre-connectorized drop cable in physical contact. 

Claims 27-29 (Canceled). 

30. (Withdrawn) An optical fiber connection closure for use at a brandx point in a fiber optic 
communications network including a distribution cable comprising a plurality of optical fibers 
and a mid-span access location provided along the length of the distribution cable, flie closure 
comprising; 

abase; 

a cover affixed to the base such that the base and the cover define an interior cavity, the 
cover movable relative to the base between a closed position and an opened position for 
providing access to the interior cavity; 

an end wall cooperating with the base and comprising at least a portion of at least one 
cable opening for receiving the distribution cable within the interior cavity defined by the base 
and the cover; 

a plurality of connector ports located within the cover and haviag an inside adapted for 
receiving certain of tiie optical fibers of the distribution cable having connectors mounted upon 
the ends thereof fiom within the interior cavity and having an outside ad^ted for receiving a 
respective pre-connectorized drop cable. 

8 



PAGE8f15'R(»rDAT1(H6f20054:58:37PM[E^ 



OCT. 6.2005 4:50PM CCSLEGAL 



NO. 010 P. 9 



B ATTEY et aL 
10/774,266 
Page 9 

3 1 . (Withdrawn) The closure according to claim 30» wherein the distribtidoii cable is 
received within the cable opening ia a lengthwise direction and the comxector ports are oriented 
such that the pre-connectorized drop cables e^ctend away Scorn the closure in a direction generally 
parallel to the distribution cable. 

32. OK^thdrawn) The closure according to claim 30, furdier comprising a connector adapter 
sleeve disposed witiiin the at least one comiector port and biased for aligning and maintaining the 
connectorized optical Gbex and the pre-connectorized drop cable in physical contact. 
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